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Hurtled at breakneck speed through the Black Forest
aboard a nutter gg3 turbo Cab, we get a taste of
what FVD's tech téam i1s really capable of

Wards: Jol vy Tipier
Photography: Antony Frases
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obiert D Mo vweould be prowd. Or in

LamMotta, for this FVD gg3 Turbo conversson is

none other than Raging Bull, an untamed

riotous pugilist bent on delivering punch

after punch in a relentless quest to
sublimate the opposition. Mot to mention its driver...
This is one of FVDYs flagships, a perfectly imnocent gg3
Cabriclet which propretor Willy Brombacher has
transformed into a GTa ina bid to create the epitome
of car craziness. it's immodest too, its convertible

persona sparing no blushes as we tootle as
inmocuously as possible through frendly Freiburg on
our wiary up to the elevations of nearby Schauinsland
hilkclimb (4,21 3ft/1,284m). Introvert it is nat, This black
Cab could land us m the calaboose, so at first we go
gingerly, prowling the first leg to make sure there are
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no cops lurking, as is thesr wont at this haven of
habitual speed freaks,

And off we gol Theowing fisticuifs in a hair-raising
Btz up the hell, we howl hesverwvands ke a banshes
and 'm knocked into the back of my seat as if | was a
puppet! Wlnrllng ever upwarnds arpund the smuous
curves, the scenery’s a blur as we surge at unabated
speed from one turn to another, Float like a butterfly,
sting like a bee, fancy footwork on the pedals and
opposite locking out of the hairy hairpins in a non-stop
fight-club frenzy. it tracks swift and true, and it'd be
hypnotic if the prospect of successfully negotiating
the next bend wasnt so attention-grabbing.
Breathless, and with pulses racing, we pull up at the
halfway house for a timeout = and a fortuitous ce
cream to cool off with. In a clearing stands the boxer:

end of round ane. You're mad, you arel

We've been here before in FVD's 4.0-litre gg7 GT3. it
was damp then, but at least it's dry now, otherwise
wie'd be out for the count. It's a sarious bit of road.
Schauinsland was a big time venue on the Europaan
Mountan Clemb Championshep calendar m the 'sos and
Bos; in 1965 you'd find such luminanes as Reinhold
Joest, owner of the currently vickonous Audi Le Mans
squad, handling his own 356 Carrera, and scroll back
further to 1936 when, astonishingly. Bernd Rosemeyer
flung his. monstrous Auto-Union up here in the German
Mountain-climb GP, slip-sliding the corners. In a way, our
Rapmg Bull gg3 feels scarcely less rampant.

And yet, its inchinations may be those of a
prizefighter, but it is docile as a lamb out of the ring
This sparing partner is 50 tractable you can just

bumble along at no revs and it's totally docile = until
you floor the accelerator in a fairly unsubtle way, at
which point it comes alive and takes off like an
agitated bear, and | have to concentrate very hard on
being in control of it. There's a distinct snort from the
wastegate after every gearchange, like a whiplash,
accompanied by a touch of wheelspin, and | can feel
the tyres strugghing for grip as the chassis tnes to skip
sideways. Suddenly 'm travelling so fast my whole
body is in tension, waiting for the next bang, bang of
the turbos, It's exhilarating folly.

Contrary to this brutal power delivery, the gearshift
15 precise and delicate to the touch, and it's pot a
bigger clutch too, taking account of the additional
power, Tt really is a monster, agrees Willy, ‘and you
need to be an experienced driver to handle it
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It's a Raging bulll® The car
that is, not Tipler, although
thene's easily emdugh
power bo Blow his hat clean
off. Thrs s a showcase [for
FVIrs work and products,
and 50 they've thrown
gverything at it, A Cab
might seem ke an odd
choice, but in Germany
they like Cabs sven mare
than us Brits

34 911 B PORSCHE WORLD

Mo wormnes in the
apde and its handlmg
It 5 Staggenngly Tast whnen the turbas cut in, This
could be addictive

irves though, Turm o Litialy

5 flat and easily controllable. But

what of the practicality? Very comfortable - unbess
yiou're harmmenng i, whan you fes VOUTTE 0N The mpes
e Butomatic roof 1B guick and efficient in operation
onds to retract fully, Below the
maiks of a g3 GT2

¥ Or the 57 La125 DLt

and takes 20 s
canapy it has all the wsual hal
thougn as youd expect,
between 1994 and 1958 was cont gLire | &% & solt-ton
The GTz was a homologation special, created to meet
FIA race requirements n onder to contest the T2
Catepmry | | o
Roock Racng's 993 GTas scored ac e Mans

f the BPR Global GT seres, They did
asE Wi al
im 'gb, finished znd in 07 and rd n -:|'3 and there were
plenty of other sutcessas for the GT2s n top-leve
BRI L Pl N

Ramarkably, considenng the power it dispenses
12 turbo Cab started
Cabriolat
standard car
cifferent
upholstery have bean changed
was seam-welded for extra rigdity, with a few steel
plates added whneng necessary. We didn't want to
b was already

FYls 5 Ife as i

g standard 1995
hiell, though that's as far as it goes on tha

stakes, as everything but the

rag-top s

even the seats, steering wheel and caben
Ii BEgEn with e Pkl

miake it oo weighty becau

e the 093
heavy I_l"___:ll_- 5y (115 y, T it whien y/OU COMmpare F¥FA
today's cars it's still not that heawy

Considenng its roustabout persona, the cockpit s a
totally civilised erwironment, There's a special Atiwe
steanng whael complete with arbag, Recarn sports
plus

5 upholstered in Lonnolly’s Jaguar X5 leathe

il

m hard on the throttle the

@ dashhoard, 5 ang
silver FYD tems. When
DOOSE BaUgE 1S REgIStEnng 20, ThOUgn apparently that s
n fact the

3 bar at peak revs. The car was
harcoal black and

BeCause it's an American gauge, and
maximum boost is 1
pamted this particular shade of
Fittesd wakh pale SEATS BECaUse nita iy W I_:,'

IN IRCADALED 1L W Arabian country
whiere black II|'-"".-|'.'-‘='.'I y wiould be less than agresable,

given the heat factor. Quirkidy, the wheels are differant

eathner

ld be sold onto a

OloUrS O Ether i
a show — and the bag eight-piston caliper Brembo
Drakoas with 3Bomim dests front and rear ane yesible

througl Thie stegring may

IF g s ] Black, b ||-.:. Tm v

the Sposes D MICEy
wanrhted b
special clutch, Willy reminds mie, so after a whale you'l
find you've ot & left leg ke Armold Schwarmensgge
That1l do for The Last Stand, thern, Terminate me now
It's the brasnchild of Willy's fertile maginaton, a bt
ke Lint Eastwood's Mibon Uotlar Baby, to maintain the

JENE Mets ol

t the clutch s a muscle bulder: t's got a

L classic Porsches and has
apply &% many f the products as
s business handles, and there was no stint |II.: ALt

the gg3 Cab It was built to

1.f |-:I_ i

every opportunity to

W E A%E Wihat was
technically possible with a gg3. he says. Let's start
with the Cab's appearance: the front splitter 15 GT2

ind those wheelarch extensions, as bloated as a

boxer's gloves and attached to the bodywork with
stainless steel screws, were specially configured for
FWVD as T 2 lookalikes, but can be ordened by g3

ywmiars with sirilar belbcose aspirations. Thiry wani

desgned for racng applcatons as easly replaceable

arches in the event of a coming together, and can be in
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fibreglass or carbon-fibre, and theyre available for

riarmow- and wide-bodied vanants. Thayre inked front
Kirts, Thit

2 rear wing 5 in Kevlar, painted inside and

to back at floor level by aerodynamic si
gigantic GT
put. The paradox is obwvious: a gg3 Cabnolet is meant
to be 8 suave boulevard cruser, not some brawrry
brumser with attitude. And that's the point
done thes wath @ gg3 Cab = till mowe, 50 1t's making a
bold statement. | wanbed & race Cal
my roof, is Willy's rationale, And a racer is what he got
when they set about Dulding it It's Dasacally a gg3 Gl
e but FYD burmped it up from 3.6- t
B-itres by fittng bigger cylinoers and pistons = thew

&
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!
stock-in-trade, The flat-six breathes via a pair of

AEre | Could oD

|
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K24/ 20 KEK turbochargers, it has special 3mm cams
pil punip, and t
qourced from Porsche Maotoreport

and a b BIEET
'‘Everything is fron
the GTz Bvalution cars,” asserts Willy; ‘with specia
ntake manimolds with the air niters left and nght to get
enough air for it to breathe. it is practically the sami
enging t gl in the

racing 993 GTz2 turbos, Bven the pearbox 15 from a ggb
Wi & cable shlt

it Porsche used from ‘g5 until

Gz, which has loneer ratns But |&t's

say technically it's like the gg3 Turbo's but the ratios
are different. it was necessary to fit a sty e "l
DECaUsE O the power, DECause the frst time we put

e & NEme of i@ thyna the Frace
when we put it in the car it was impossible to drive
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Lurl-l:f.llg under bulging rear

end is a ggg GTz engine

that has bean streftched to

F.8-litres and breathes via a

pawr of K2g/'26 KKK Euwbos,

First time on the dyno it
produced Bsobhp. FYD
hawe now wound it back

to B5obhp
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: we have the 3.8 Bottom left: It's all this
at!’ It's not befo 2 are avdalanle, man's fault! Willy
gwven the number of d engings we keep hearing  Brombacher and his
twisted imagination is the
gb. a5 well to have the option of a creator of what is guite
and a gg3 Turbo 5 is [ i Ul takes pl The probably the world's most
s not all mouth and trousars: W Wit s his Comp 511 I 20 it it wit ary powerful g3 Cabnolet!

1 3.8 kit
"||:||_|!-'_:|"|_' T

h very attractrve proposibion, and one perhaps to save up  makers in the market, but Willy reg
or, Tt 'k st do parts; FVD preps, tunes and would rather wart a couple of manths for a Mahle kit
- 2 r Fredburg in rather than one they've never heard of
heaving at the seams with  expecting that kind of | {
varnous states of sets of pistons and cylinders and they
time. That is still our main bus
cars. We make a lot of exhaust systems for the newer

|.:J'1.'_- far the g4 and

i 'gos 003 year because the cars

£6\Willy concedes that what's really needed 1s four- e
wheel drive to really anchor it down?? astorishig  pefactiy, because tiuey ave o e a Fersar thet st

2w lines, the mos
about the 4.0-ltre and 4.2-litme !
de kits for the gob and gg7. Those ane You could d 303 Cabriolet to work

| thaught, hey, somebody's going to pet killed with this were [ooking for. IU's not a race set up, though you can ready now,’ he says, ‘cylinders and pistons and all you every day too, though it is the meanest o

need, and it's all made for us by Mahle. The tests were an the biloc k. IF this was a hardressar's car it would be ,]'I

Tek +45-7065-glg-go
-driven them, we have done the dyno testing, and  go - so itis| 1t's the last of the dinosaurs, according to SRk io@fudmet

s & complete package” FVD's next prope i , ‘Decause all the cars made after the gg3, starteng

apart from the Turbos and the Thanks to F‘_-I"

1 e i i gwaift ’

gettng on for 15 vears old now, 50 we're making a kat T2 and GT3" At Bgabhp, thes boeer punches above its r::h::jl:t I_:_"

thing, 50 we de-tuned it to Bgobhp, Willy concedes hawe fun on the racetrack, | have done a few laps with
1-|.-'|’r- ' aably neaded rs Four I.F.a"'F.l-I'l drmee to t an sl gl it's really amoya but that caris not all p ct, and you know Mahle's reputaton. We have drven by a hard-nut with a ¢ d head. Oh, there you
really ; ) wr. ‘We have all the 4x4 parts ready made for the race tr
ard that w ing to ba the next step, but we've fun an the strest

g it over, IF we had, then we' Willy ies classic g11s and his business is structured older, first generation water-cooled ggbs. ‘Thay' with the ggb, ane soft
have engugh tracbon bacause nght now, in thrd ge: around keeping them going, and so of course he takes
WiEM you 5 | et wheslspin. And tha the long view. ‘What we have here is the maximum that for them; for the 3.4-litre engined cars we have the 3.6 weight, It's certanly no softie. PW www sunotumnnelcom
p0x. Thie toy
| lifted becaus

will be WY §
stein dampers, and it's also x I 5 diff
il Can adpust it 50 it's not 2 ]

| ) ik s ".F"rll'l'_'l_"|_.' streptable and
the driveability is just awesome, and that was what we
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